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What is Duke TIP?

 Duke TIP is a nonprofit organization devoted to meeting the academic and social needs of 
high-achieving students. 

 4th–6th Grade Talent Search is the entry point for TIP benefits that can motivate high-
achieving students to realize their full potential throughout their school years and beyond. 

 Eligibility for the talent search is an honor. 

 The program is open only to fourth, fifth, or sixth grade students who achieve a qualifying 
score at or above the 95th percentile on a recent state-level test. (STAAR 2017/STAAR 2018)

 Non-profit organization providing identification and support services for 
the academically talented

 Advanced learning opportunities and resources

 Since 1980, more than 3 million participants

 Allen ISD is targeting eligible 6th students to participate in the program.



Talent Search Model



Academic challenge and peer interaction to cultivate a passion for learning

Talent Search
Where the TIP experience begins.

Eligibility & 

Enrollment
Participation



Experiencing Duke TIP

https://vimeo.com/189637672

https://youtu.be/CMusLGzwV0k
https://vimeo.com/189637672
https://vimeo.com/189637672


Participation is Rewarding!
• Discover academic talents 

and explore their passion 

for learning

• Interact with academic 

peers through program 

engagement

• Assess intellectual abilities 

through optional above-

level testing

• Foster curiosity and build 

confidence



Recognition
• Merit certificate:  celebrate outstanding 

accomplishments

• Ribbon presentation:  school recognition at 

end-of-year ceremony



An Entry Point to Other TIP Programs

 The 4th – 6th Grade Talent Search is the entry point to years of other benefits 

and programs.

 As students age, they may enroll in the 7th Grade Talent Search and may 

qualify for other educational programs through Duke TIP.

 Young students who achieve in the top five percent of their grade level are 

typically eager for challenges, resources, and appropriate academic 

programming, as well as encouragements and support.  

 Participation in Duke TIP 4th-6th Grade Talent Search addresses all of these 

needs.  



Participant Benefits
 In addition to the opportunity to take the optional PSAT™ 8/9 above-level 

test, 4th–6th Grade Talent Search participants and their families receive a 
number of benefits that develop advanced academic skills, foster creativity, 
and encourage original thinking. These include:

 Advice for parents and educators on how to nurture academic talent, 
including Research Digest and our online Opportunity Guide.

 Online activities like advanced writing, math, science, and social studies 
lessons plus a book club that gives students a chance to connect with peers 
who share their love of reading.

 Customized publications, including a newsletter just for 4th–6th Grade Talent 
Search participants.

 A writing contest that awards monetary prizes plus other opportunities for 
publication.

 Recognition for academic achievement such as certificates of achievement, 
guidance for schools recognizing TIP participants, and special ceremonies.

 Educational resources, including face-to-face programs for intense but fun 
academic exploration, discounts on Rosetta Stone Foundations® , and 
discounts on independent learning products.

http://tip.duke.edu/node/470
http://tip.duke.edu/node/252
http://tip.duke.edu/node/253
http://tip.duke.edu/node/253
http://tip.duke.edu/node/256
http://tip.duke.edu/node/248
http://tip.duke.edu/node/1633
http://tip.duke.edu/node/471
http://tip.duke.edu/node/141


Qualifying for Duke TIP?

 To enroll in Duke TIP’s 4th–6th Grade Talent Search, a student must meet the 

following grade and test score qualifications:

 The student must be currently enrolled in the fourth, fifth, or sixth grade.

 If a student was previously enrolled in the program as a fourth or fifth grader, 

they do not need to enroll again.

 A student must have attained qualifying test scores by scoring in the 95th 

percentile or higher on a grade-level standardized achievement test, 

aptitude test, mental-ability test, approved state criterion-referenced test, 

or 125 or above on an IQ test.

 AISD qualifying scores:

 4th 2017 STAAR Math scale score: 1785

 4th 2017 STAAR Reading scale score: 1747

 5th 2018 STAAR Math score: 1845

 5th 2018 STAAR Reading score: 1781

 5th 2018 STAAR Science score: 4531



Let’s take a Look at Duke TIP 

4th-6th Talent Search Site

 https://tip.duke.edu/programs/4th-6th-grade-talent-search

 IMPORTANT:  A student must complete the application to participate in Duke 

TIP before registering to test.

 Please complete registration at   https://apply.tip.duke.edu/

 You must complete Duke TIP registration to participate in program and 

testing option.

 Once you complete Duke TIP registration, you will receive a Duke TIP ID# 

to register for optional above-grade-level testing – PSAT 8/9

https://tip.duke.edu/programs/4th-6th-grade-talent-search
https://apply.tip.duke.edu/
https://tip.duke.edu/programs/4th-6th-grade-talent-search


PSAT 8/9  Diagnostic Tool
 The PSAT 8/9 is the first in a series of tests, culminating in the SAT, designed by 

the College Board to assess student readiness for college. We offer the PSAT 8/9 to 

our participants as an above-level test.

 Above-level testing is an important diagnostic tool for assessing the educational 

needs of academically talented students who already excel on grade-specific tests. 

Taking the PSAT 8/9—which was designed for eighth and ninth graders—provides 

younger gifted students who have mastered grade level material with a more 

precise measurement of their level of ability, depth of knowledge, and educational 

needs within a number of subject areas.

 This information is also helpful to educators and parents seeking to build an 

educational plan that maximizes a student’s strengths, emphasizes skills they may 

need to build, and provides access to appropriate advanced learning opportunities 

and resources.

 Even though Duke TIP recommends taking advantage of this diagnostic 

opportunity, taking the PSAT 8/9 is optional and is not required for participation. 

The $42 nonrefundable test registration fee is in addition to the $40 talent search 

enrollment fee.

Click icon PSAT 8/9

https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/psat-8-9/inside-the-test


PSAT 8/9 Helpful Links

 https://apply.tip.duke.edu/

 Duke TIP Enrollment 

 https://tip.duke.edu/programs/4th-6th-grade-talent-search/taking-psat-89/test-sign

 PSAT Registration Information

 https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/psat-8-9

 College Board PSAT 8/9 Information

 https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/pdf/psat-8-9-student-guide-2017-18.pdf

 PSAT 8/9 Student Guide

 https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/psat-8-9/taking-the-test/talent-search-

students

 Talent Search Students Taking PSAT 8/9

Click icon for PSAT 8/9

Click icon Taking PSAT 8/9

https://apply.tip.duke.edu/
https://tip.duke.edu/programs/4th-6th-grade-talent-search/taking-psat-89/test-sign
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/psat-8-9
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/pdf/psat-8-9-student-guide-2017-18.pdf
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/psat-8-9/taking-the-test/talent-search-students
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/psat-8-9/inside-the-test
https://tip.duke.edu/programs/4th-6th-grade-talent-search/taking-psat-89


About the PSAT 8/9 
A look at the test Category PSAT 8/9

Total Testing Time 2 hours and 25 minutes

Components 1.Evidence-Based Reading and 

Writing

*Reading Test

*Writing and Language Test

2. Math

Important Features •Focus on the knowledge, skills, and 

understandings that research has 

identified as most important for 

college and career readiness and 

success

•Greater emphasis on the meaning of 

words in extended contexts and on 

how word choice shapes meaning, 

tone, and impact

•Rights-only scoring (a point for a 

correct answer but no deduction for 

an incorrect answer; blank responses 

have no impact on scores)

Time •2 hours 25 minutes

Click to view PSAT

https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/psat-8-9/inside-the-test


PSAT 8/9

• Optional above-level testing 

experience 

• An academic test measuring 8th-9th 

grade ability levels and depth of 

knowledge

• December or January test dates

• NO late registration

• Fee: $42

Enrollment Deadlines

Test Dates Online Enrollment Deadlines

1/19/2019 12/10/2018

2/9/2019
(hosted in Allen)

1/7/2019 

2/10/2019 1/7/2019



Enrollment is Easy!

• Begins October 1

• Online OR by mail

• One-time enrollment

• Fee:  $40

• Benefits continue through sixth grade

• Deadline March 31

www.tip.duke.edu/enroll



Financial Aid

• Qualify for free or reduced lunch and there is 

NO FEE to participate*

• More than $3 million awarded across all 

programs in past year

*Paper application with documentation required

Click icon to view Financial Aid 

https://tip.duke.edu/programs/4th-6th-grade-talent-search/cost-and-financial-aid


Dates and Fees


Test registration begins September 1 for current program participants. Students 
enrolling for the 2018 talent search program may complete enrollment and 
registration for this optional testing on October 1.

 IMPORTANT:  A student must complete the application to participate in Duke TIP 
before registering to test.

Test Date*

Registration 

Deadline (online) Testing Fee

January 19, 2019 December 10, 2018 $42

February 9, 2019

(Allen – LFC) 

January 7, 2019
$42

February 10, 2019 January 7, 2019 $42



Allen ISD Host Site 

PSAT 8/9

February 9, 2019

Testing site will be Lowery Freshman Center 

You will receive further information via Duke TIP upon registration.

Carrie Rivera, LFC Advanced Academics Coordinator will be the 

Duke TIP testing site coordinator.



Finding Duke TIP School ID and PSAT Test Centers 

 Duke TIP School ID

 https://tip.duke.edu/lookups/?lt=ts4-school

(for application)

 Enter State, City, School 

 8 digit numbers and letters 

 PSAT  Test Centers

 https://tip.duke.edu/lookups/?lt=ts4-test

 Duke TIP Site

https://tip.duke.edu/programs/4th-6th-grade-talent-search

Click icon Duke TIP Site

https://tip.duke.edu/lookups/?lt=ts4-school
https://tip.duke.edu/lookups/?lt=ts4-test
https://tip.duke.edu/programs/4th-6th-grade-talent-search
https://tip.duke.edu/programs/4th-6th-grade-talent-search/cost-and-financial-aid


Publications

• Inspiring creativity and critical thinking 

skills

 Academic 411 – published online at 

start of each school year

 Navigator – monthly, online 

magazine encouraging the 

exploration and discovery of new 

topics and interests



Book Club

• Virtual classroom discussions within a secure 

blog environment providing interactive, online 

lessons

– all driven by selected books

• New book every two months



Writing & Art Contest

• Annual, themed, two-part option

 Part One:  essay submission

 Part Two:  artwork submission

• Entries judged by Duke TIP staff

• Monetary prizes to the winners (each grade) and their 

enrolling schools



Academic Online Lessons

• Self-paced, independent study covering concepts and 

skills in creative writing, math, social studies, and science

 Story Writing:  Spin Me a Yarn

 Number Secrets and Secret Codes

 Energy:  Powerful Connections in Chemistry, Biology, and Physics

 Reinventions in Architecture



Helpful Resources

Gifted Today

 TIP’s Research Digest:

Extensive online library providing research-based guidance on rearing and 

educating academically talented children

 Opportunity Guide: 

Searchable, online directory containing listings for schools, summer 

programs, and academic competitions across the United States and abroad

 Talent Talk:

Highlights ideas and voices that provide internal and external insight on the 

way that our world talks about talent

https://blogs.tip.duke.edu/giftedtoday

Click to view

https://blogs.tip.duke.edu/giftedtoday


Educational Programs

Outstanding learning opportunities for grades 4 and up

Click above for student benefits

https://tip.duke.edu/programs/4th-6th-grade-talent-search/student-benefits


Academic Adventures
• Challenging, hands-on learning 

experiences for participants in fourth 
through sixth grade

• One-day study exploring topics not 
typically covered in schools

• Spring and fall program dates

• Locations include:

 Georgia

 Kansas

 Kentucky

 Missouri

 North Carolina

 South Carolina

 Texas



eInvestigators

• Problem-based, immersive online 

experience for fifth and sixth graders

• Based on real-world mysteries in fields such 

as medicine, history, archaeology, science, 

and mathematics

• Peer collaboration with interactive web 

tools

• Individualized feedback for each student

• Four-week terms offered year roundClick above

www.tip.duke.edu/crackthecase

eInvestigators costs $185, including access to program 

software and web tools, plus a nonrefundable $10 

application fee.

http://www.tip.duke.edu/crackthecase


CRISIS

• A week-long, residential, summer program 

for fifth and sixth graders

• Emphasizes problem-based learning and 

leadership skills 

• Students work together to solve a 

community crisis

• Locations may include:

 Meredith College, Raleigh, NC

 Eckerd College, St. Petersburg, FL

 Southwestern University, Georgetown, TX

 Washington University, St. Louis, MO

Click above for more information

CRISIS costs $1,450, plus a nonrefundable $30 application fee.

https://tip.duke.edu/programs/crisis


Academics Adventures 

 Academic Adventures provide gifted students with a flexible and challenging 

academic enrichment option on Saturdays during the traditional school year. 

These in-depth, daylong courses are designed especially for gifted students 

who want to explore exciting topics at an accelerated pace. Courses are 

taught by content experts and emphasize interactive learning and peer 

cooperation within an environment where creativity and critical thinking 

meet. Academic Adventures offered by Duke TIP take place in Charlotte, 

North Carolina; Durham, North Carolina; and Winter Park, Florida, in the 

spring and fall of each year. They also take place throughout the year at 

various partner locations across the country.

Click above for more information

Academic Adventures cost $150 per course, including 

lunch, plus a nonrefundable $10 application fee. 

https://tip.duke.edu/programs/academic-adventures/sites
https://tip.duke.edu/programs/academic-adventures/sites#partner
https://tip.duke.edu/programs/academic-adventures


Independent Learning

• Grades four through twelve

• Self-paced, various formats:  
CD-ROM, workbook, or online

• Students work with a 
local mentor

• No qualifying criteria

• Participants and schools 
receive a discount!



Enrollment 

Reminders

 IMPORTANT:  A student must complete 

the application to participate in Duke 

TIP before registering to test.

 The non-refundable talent search 

enrollment fee is $40.00.  Students who 

qualify for a fee waiver are exempt. 

Fee waivers are available

 This one time enrollment fee means the 

student will be enrolled in the talent 

search through 6th grade.

 PSAT 8/9 Test fee is $42.00.

 Test fee will cover the cost of one test 

registration either January or February.  

 Please complete registration at

 https://apply.tip.duke.edu/

 Students who take the PSAT 8/9 test 

automatically qualify to enroll in the 

Duke TIP 7th Grade Talent Search in the 

fall of their 7th grade year.

 AISD will notify qualifying students for 

Duke TIP 7th Grade Talent Search in 

September 2019.

Test Date*

Registration 

Deadline (online)
Testing 

Fee

January 19, 

2019
December 10, 2018 $42

February 9, 

2019

(Allen – LFC)

January 7, 2019 $42

February 10, 

2019
January 7, 2019 $42

https://tip.duke.edu/node/249
https://apply.tip.duke.edu/


https://tip.duke.edu/node/1316


Contacts
 Barbara Hinton

Allen ISD
District Advanced Academics Coordinator
advancedacademics@allenisd.org

 Duke TIP Texas Office
406 East 11th Street Suite 301
Austin, TX  78701
tguidry@tip.duke.edu
512-473-8400

 Duke TIP Main Office
300 Fuller Street
Durham, NC  27701
919-668-9100

 FOR FAST AND EASY ONLINE APPLICATION:

 https://apply.tip.duke.edu/

mailto:advancedacademics@allenisd.org
https://apply.tip.duke.edu/

